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Preface

This book presents some linguistic issues concerning with the pro-
duction and interpretation of language as the tool of human commu-
nication.

The focus of this book is concentrated on the conceptual knowl-
edge on the rules which govern the language and its implication in the
field of language teaching. The discussion touches the rules from the
more general point of linguistic view towards the more specific one.
The objective of the discussion is to reveal out the accountability of
an argumentation saying that the production and interpretation of lan-
guage as a tool of communication is governed by a set of rules shared
intuitively by the native speakers of a language.

This book presents seventeen chapters. Chapter one up to chap-
ter six deals with the conceptual knowledge on the rules governing a
language as a tool of human communication. Chapter seven to chap-
ter eleven deals with the relationship of capacity of human brain to
the ability of human in the production and interpretation a language.
Chapter twelve deals with language acquisition. This chapter presents
a study case on how a child acquires a type of speech act in the pro-
cess of language acquisition. Chapter thirteen to chapter fourteen pre-
sents the function of language in the social context. Chapter fifteen to
seventeen deals with ideas for teaching language in the formal instruc-
tions.



This book is supposed to be used in linguistics and language teach-
ing classes of the university level. However, practitioners are also sug-
gested to use this book. It can be used as a reference.

Since it is the first edition, the writer realizes that this book needs
continuous revisions. Accordingly, critiques from the readers of this
book are always warmly welcomed.

Pematangsiantar, 30 November 2007
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