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PREFACE

In preparing the present edition of “Paragraph Writing for Aca-
demic Courses; A Modern Approach,” the writer has not departed 
from the principles of earlier simple version were based, but he has 
made some practical changes, that he hopes, will render this simple 
book a more effective teaching instrument for instructor and a prac-
tical as well as more useful guidebook for the students.

This book employs so called “Modern Approach” since it 
leads us to remain convinced that good work of writing is a natural 
expression of necessary modes of thought and not all a matter of 
rules or tricks. We remain convinced, too, in a manner of speaking, 
that the best and the quickest way to learn to write well is not 
through a process of blind absorption, or trial and error, or automatic 
conditioning, but through the cultivation of an awareness of the 
underlying logical and psychological principles. We believe that the 
awareness to be developed involves a double process of constantly 
analyzing specific examples and constantly trying to write against 
a background of principles. To put the matter in a slightly different 
way: the student learns to write by coming to a deeper realization 
of the workings of his or her own mind and feelings, and of the 
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way in which those workings are related to the target language. 
As for our practical changes, the writer has highlighted this book 
somewhat by developing materials, mostly by tightening up some 
constructive comments from colleagues. 

To reaffirm this brief account of the special changes the writer 
has made, this simple book is not so much an “answer” book as 
a compendium of suggestions of useful background materials and 
additional resources, and of further exercises that the instructor 
may find helpful for classes with special needs or problems. The 
writer’s hope is that the lesson materials will thus greatly add to 
the flexibility of this book by pointing out ways to increase, where 
needed, stress on certain problems of composition and by allowing 
the instructor to alter the sequence of study.

The writer should like to repeat here, with a few additions, 
the acknowledgements previously made to persons involved in 
publishing this book. That is to say, nobody has ever written a book 
of teaching instrument without help. The writer is grateful to the 
Dean of FKIP Universitas Lampung who recommended him to 
compose this book. 

The writer owes Prof. Bambang Setiadi, PhD., a very special 
debt. In phase after phase of this revision he has been of enormous 
help – in freeing the writer from pre-conceptions to allow him a new 
look at his subject, in discussing individual problems, in constant 
criticism and in suggestions for rewriting. He has been, all told, an 
invaluable colleague.

Indeed, this book was written in a great hurry so that 
perfection of whatsoever degree is hardly imaginable, thanks to all 
the references the writer was fortunate enough to have at hand, for 
this book has come to be developed as it is. The material selected in 
this book was basically derived – some of which were copied – from 
the books of reference.
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The writer has no pretense in the least to own authorship. He 
is fully aware that he has been trying no more than to select a set of 
material learnable, hopefully, for the students, who is pursuing a 
better mastery of writing skills in English. 
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